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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH THE KING: SPANISH INTEREST 
IN F-I6 AIRCRAET 


1 . DURING MY CONVERSATION WITH THE KING AT THE 
ZARZUELA PALACE MARCH 7, ALSO COVERING OTHER MATTERS 
(SEPTELS), THE KING ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT THE UNITED STATES MIGHT FIND SOME WAY 
TO FACILITATE THE ACQUISITION BY SPAIN OF F-16 AIRCRAFT. 
HE THOUGHT THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE A VERY 
IMPORTANT PIECE IN OUR OVERALL POSTURE OF SUPPORT 
FOR SPAIN. 


2. HE TOLD ME CONFIDENTIALLY, AND WITH THE REQUEST 
THAT I NOT LET THE GOVERNMENT KNOW HE TOLD ME, THAT 
EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT JENKINS HAD INFORMED THE 
SPANISH THAT PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD TOLD JENKINS THAT 
FRANCE WAS NOT ANXIOUS TO HAVE SPAIN IN THE COMMON 
MARKET. GISCARD HAD INDICATED HIS PREFERENCE FOR 
EARLY ENTRANCE OE GREECE, BUT THAT SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 
SHOULD WAIT MANY YEARS BEFORE ENTERING. WHEN JENKIN'S 
HAD BROUGHT THIS INEORMATION TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
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GOS, PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ HAD IMMEDIATELY STOPPED, 
AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER THE FRENCH ELECTIONS, THE ALMOST 
CONCLUDED DEAL WITH THE ERENCH TO PURCHASE ERENCH 
F-1 AIRCRAET. 


3. THE KING COMMENTED THAT CONTINUED EVIDENCE OE UNITED 
STATES SUPPORT WAS MOST IMPORTANT. HE VERY MUCH 
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HOPED THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO BE HELPEUL NOT ONLY 
ON AIR FORCE MATTERS BUT ALSO WITH REGARD TO THE 
NERDS OF THE SPANISH NAVY AND ARMY. 

4. I TOLD THE KING THAT, WITH REGARD TO F-16 
AIRCRAFT, THIS WAS A COMPLEX MATTER WHICH INVOLVED 
NOT ONLY NATO COMMITMENTS, BUT ALSO THE DIFEICULT 
MATTER OF FINANCING. HOWEVER, I WOULD, OF COURSE, 

INFORM YOU OF HIS COMMENTS. I ALSO TOLD HIM THAT I WAS 
IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH OUR THREE SERVICES TO TRY TO 
RESOLVE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE PENDING PROBLEMS, SUCH 

AS SHIP CONSTRUCTION AND THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS 
NETWORK (TCN). THE KING INDICATED THAT HE WAS EULLY A- 
WARE OE THESE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. 

5. IN CONNECTION WITH ALL OE THIS THE KING CASUALLY 
REMARKED THAT IE THE PRESIDENT WERE NOT ABLE TO VISIT 
SPAIN (MADRID 2516) HE MIGHT CONSIDER SENDING AN 
QUOTE EMISSARY UNQUOTE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE TO DISCUSS THE OVERALL QUESTION OF U.S.- 
SPANISH RELATIONSHIPS. I MADE NO COMMENT ON THIS AND 
HE DID NOT PURSUE THE MATTER. STABLER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KING, AIRCRAFT, FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MEMBERSHIP, FOREIGN RELATIONS, MEETING REPORTS, MEETINGS, DIPLOMATIC 
DISCUSSIONS, CAT-B, COMMON MARKETS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MADRID02517 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: FOR THE SECRETARY AND ASST SECRETARY VEST ONLY 
Executive Order: XI 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: N780003-0339 

Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780393/aaaadaxy.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5bc797cb-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3406009 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONVERSATION WITH THE KING: SPANISH INTEREST IN F-1 6 AIRCRAFT 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, ECIN, US, SP, (JUAN CARLOS I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5bc797cb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



